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     One of the things that I noticed 
about TBT over the course of the 
holidays is the way you take things in 
stride:  No minyan yet?  So we�ll wait 
and chat till more people show up.  
Someone doesn�t make it to the 
synagogue for an assigned honor?  
No big deal � assign it to someone 
who happens to be on hand.  Keep it 
light�no hassle. 
     When I muffed the recitation of a 
blessing or the singing of a song, no 
one had a cow.  Mistakes are par for 
the course, so why get upset about 
them?   
     And you enjoy laughing about 
what�s going on.  A serious moment of 
prayer can turn, on a dime, into the 
occasion for jovial camaraderie.  
Spirituality flows naturally into 
conversation and sharing of 
perspectives.  Most important of all is 
not taking ourselves too seriously 
while remembering that a low-key 
approach toward what we�re doing�
the act of keeping Jewish community 
alive and well�works best.  I like that!  
      Such informality and flexibility are 
the marks of maturity and good sense.  
      It�s clear to me as well that TBT 
members genuinely like each other 
and enjoy being together.  I realize 
that every social setting has its 
political frictions, and I�m told our 
congregation is no exception to that 
rule.  But the attitude is, overall, 
positive.  No one of you wants to 
create tzuris (misery).  People want 
things to work out�you�re not looking 
for things to complain about�and 
egos do not appear to me to be overly 
assertive.  May the unassuming 
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friendliness and atmosphere of good 
feeling continue on and on. 
     So what�s next?  I had a beautiful 
time praying with you in September 
and October, and now I have the 
added pleasure of studying with you 
one Shabbat morning every month.  I 
hope you have picked up on the fact 
that I absolutely love exploring and 
reflecting on the Torah and other 
Jewish texts; your presence will make 
this activity all the more delightful and 
engaging for me.  If I have some things 
to teach you, I have just as much�if 
not more�to learn from you.  That�s 
how it works:  give and take.   
      Which leads back to the point I 
started with.  Temple Beth Torah is 
well-named:  we are a �house of 
learning� in the Jewish sense of being 
a place where social interactivity marks 
the learning process.   Our many 
generations of rabbis understood that 
Torah is not just the contents of a 
series of books with �religious� content.  
The content of our interactions as 
human beings generates Torah 
(�learning�).  We learn most effectively 
when the exchange of ideas is marked 
by patience, good humor and genuine 
appreciation for the views and 
personalities of every participant.   
     So�see you soon!  I�m looking 
forward to the time ahead, when I will 
get to know you better, and walk with 
you joyfully on the path of learning and 
living. 
      
 Bivrahah / with blessing, 
 Rabbi Seth 
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A reprint of our comments made 
at Kol Nidre service: 
 
At this time last year, we stood 
here and recited lines from the 
Cheers theme song � 
 
Where everybody knows your 
name, and they’re always glad 
you came. 
 
-- likening Temple Beth Torah to 
the Cheers bar of synagogues. 
 
Now, for the 1st time in recent 
memory, we don�t know 
everybody�s name, and that�s 
actually a sign of something�
special happening.  We are 
experiencing significant growth in 
membership, and we�re working 
hard to connect names with 
faces. 
 
Having met many of you already, 
I have to say � we�ve not only 
found a wonderful person and 
rabbi in Rabbi Seth � but we�ve 
also skimmed the �cream of the 
congregation� from Middletown!  
In addition, several other families 
discovered us through our 
website, looking for a local 
connection�to a Jewish 
community. 
 
Back to my Cheers analogy for a 
moment � the later addition of 
Frasier, Lilith and Woody to the 
Cheers family strengthened and 
enriched the cast and story lines, 
as we fully anticipate our newest 
members doing for our family 
here. 

In a small place like this, you can 
become a key player like that.  Look 
at Barbara Checknoff � she�s 
chanting Torah, leading Jr. 
Congregation, and blowing shofar! 
 
I assure you � you�ll never feel more 
needed and appreciated than when 
you contribute your time, your talents, 
and yes� your dollars, within this 
small organization with our stay-
afloat budget. 
 
If you haven�t already, you will soon 
receive a mailing from Barry � the 
Annual High Holiday Appeal letter.  
What can we say?  The economy is a 
mess, and yet, we do rely on the 
generosity of our membership and 
our extended family of friends.  This 
old house is a treasure, but it does 
require funds for upkeep, repairs and 
utilities.  Please give what you can � 
it WILL make a difference. 
 
We truly hope you are enjoying and 
feeling enriched by the High Holiday 
services this year.  Many thanks and 
Yasher Koach to:  Rabbi Seth; the 
Schleins; the Kaplans; Harold Nevins 
for the service at our Memorial Park; 
the Bronfins, Carol Gershenson and 
Leslie Levine for flowers; the Felicia 
B. Shpall Sisterhood; our many 
�behind-the-scenes� helpers; and to 
all of you for being active participants 
in our observances, readings and 
prayers. 
 
May your fast be easy, and may your 
year be sweet.  L�shana tova! 
 

                     Deb and Joe Hammer 
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    Sisterhood is off to a great and 
busy year.  First, special thanks 
go out to the Sunday School for 
supporting our annual High 
Holiday Food Collection and to all 
of the many members who 
generously brought their filled 
grocery bags.  We delivered 20 
bags to each the Rocky Hill and 
Wethersfield Food Pantries, as 
well as gift cards from area 
grocery      stores.  The donations 
were graciously accepted.   
 
      Breaking the Fast with TBT 
family members is always a nice 
way to end Yom Kippur.  This 
year our table was filled with 
many temptations from bagels 
and dips, kugel and eggs, fish, 
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NOVEMBER 
 2  School 9 � 11 am 
 9  School 9 � 11 am 
15 Torah Study 9:30 am 
16 School 9 � 11 am 
23 School 9 � 11 am 
28 no Erev Shabbat service 

DECEMBER 
  7 School 9 � 11 am 
10 Borders Book Wrap 
13 Torah Study   9:30 am 
14 School 9 � 11 am 
21 School 9 � 11 am 
21 Chanukah party  4 � 6 pm 
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The Temple Newsletter is available on-line at                        
   www.templebethtorahwethersfield.org    
As a cost saving and as an eco-friendly choice, we would prefer if people who 
have access to a computer read it on our website.  It contains everything the 
paper version has, is available in color and would save the Temple the cost of 
the copying and the postage.  The savings in a year would be about the same 
as what we earn in one of our typical fundraisers.   
 
To tell us you want to opt out of the paper copy, click on �contact us� on the 
website and choose   stareditor@templebethtorahwethersfield.org   

veggies, cake, fruit and more!  It was 
especially nice for all new and former 
members to break bread together.      
(Hmm, yes, Marguerite’s famous 
challah, to be exact!)  Thank you to 
all the Sisterhood members who 
contributed and made this a delicious 
success!   
    ________________________ 
 
Sisterhood invites former and 
prospective members to a special 
welcoming and planning meeting to 
be held at Deb Ellenberg Grey’s 
home, Wed. November 19th at 7:00 
p.m.  Please, mark your calendars 
and bring your ideas. 
 
Munchies will be provided!  An RSVP 
to Deb at 529-8999 or Lani at 721-
8633 would be appreciated.  
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Many thanks to Barbara 
Checknoff for conducting the 
Junior Congregation services 
during the High Holy Days. It was 
wonderful to see so many 
children attending services for 
Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur, 
and Succot.      
       We are pleased to welcome 
so many new children in our 
school. We have an outstanding 
faculty this year. Thank you to 
Mira for helping to tutor.  We are 
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making arrangements for an 
Israeli emissary to visit the 
children in school soon. That is 
always a special treat. 
Remember the importance of 
attending Shabbat services 
regularly to reinforce the lessons 
taught in school.  
     Josh Ferrebee has agreed to 
organize a teen program this 
year.  If your teen is interested, 
contact Josh.              
  
                          Cecile Bronfin          

    There isn’t any!  Well, not 
exactly true, however... to stay 
within budget, we only have a 
professional cleaner come in 4-6 
times per year, depending on our 
schedule of events.  This is why it 
is so important for all to be aware 
that it is everyone’s responsibility 
to help maintain the general 
appearance and cleanliness of 
our shul.    
      Please, if you sponsor an 
oneg or are involved in an event -
- make sure counters and tables 
are cleaned, floors are swept, 
garbage is taken out when full, 

and used tablecloths are taken home 
to be washed and returned.  If you 
notice a tallit off the rack, a paper on 
the floor, a sink dripping or dishes 
that need to be put away ~ do the   
mitzvah and help keep our shul 
looking as nice as possible.  A very 
few people put a great deal of 
volunteer time into caring for our 
building, and they need your help.   
 
   Thanks for keeping these things in 
mind and pitching in... many hands 
make light work! 
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Nov.  2   Alpert         
   9   McHenry          
 16   Bromberg 

 
 
Dec.   7   Ferrebee         

14  Sondik        
 21  Cohan         
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In Memory of 
  SARAH KATZ 
By The Dembar Family 
 
In Memory of 
    LYNN LEVINE 
By Lisa, Morris & Edith Sazer 
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130 Main Street 

Wethersfield, CT 06109 
 
 

PHONE: 
(860) 529-2410 

Rabbi Seth Riemer 
 

 
Co-Presidents:  

Deb & Joe Hammer 
Co-Vice Presidents:  
Judy & Marty Gold 

Treasurer:  
Barry Schlein 

Recording Secretary:  
Carol Gershenson 

Corresponding Secretary: 
Rhoda London 

 
   
 
 
 

Star Editor: 
Susan Sackler Reuben 

Webmaster:  
Leonard Slutsky 

 

We�re on the Web! 
See us at: 

templebethtorahwethersfield.org 
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If you have any changes to Yahrzeit dates 
or details, send this information to Barry 
Schlein, not Deb Trueax.  Barry keeps the 
complete list.  Deb sends out the reminder 
cards based on Barry�s list.  Thank you. 
 

The Sukkot Pot Luck was well attended as 
always.  This year it was too cold to eat 
outside so we did the blessings outside, the 
kids got to shake the lulav and the etrog and 
then we returned inside for a delicious meal. 
Thank you to all of the organizers. 
 
Simchat Torah, Rejoice in the Torah, was a 
festive celebration.  The musical theme for 
Simchat Torah was Depression era tunes.  
Somehow the Rabbi got Adon Olam to be 
sung to the tune of �Brother have you got a 
dime�.  That was unusual but as always we 
circled the sanctuary 7 times with torahs and 
flags and musical instruments.    Barbara 
Checknoff read the end of the Torah and 
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From Summer by Amy Lowell, 1912 

 

And it is summer, deep-toned, glorious summer 

The very crown of nature�s changing year 

When all her surging life is at its full. 
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The Wethersfield Interfaith Green Committee, of which Temple Beth 
Torah is a member,  along with Wethersfield Town Council, Board of 
Education, Economic Development & Improvement  Commission and 
the Citizen's Energy Committee is hosting The Green Summit II - 
Energy Fair at the Wethersfield High School  www.greensummitII.org 
  
The event will have energy technology vendors and speakers on topics 
ranging from saving energy to proposed Wethersfield school 
renovations, to what’s toxic to solar.  The CT Transit’s fuel cell bus will 
be on display, Wethersfield  High school and middle school students 
will have displays.  Learn about energy cost reduction strategies, 
hybrid cars, renewable energy sources and many other topics.  60 
vendors and 700 visitors are expected for this exciting event 
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The TBT Men’s Club got together this summer to work on the yard along 
the fence with our neighbor.  The neighbor had some trees cut down 
which were growing in the fence. The men’s club took the opportunity to 
remove the brush and overgrowth in the back of the property.  After the 
hard work, they enjoyed a pizza lunch together. 
                                   -------------------- 
 
As a follow-up, the TBT grounds committee planned a garden to replace 
the brush pile and to replace the disturbed garden by the side door.  The 
side garden had been dug up in advance of the replacement of the oil 
tank.  A large group of perennials were donated by Mark Alpert from the 
Plant Group.   The two gardens will look lovely in spring.   


